Outings
In Search of

Eloise

"I am six...1 am Eloise...I am a
city child...1 live at the Plaza"
declares Kay Thompson’s Eloise,
My daughters identify with Floise’s
imagination, independence, and
occasional naughtiness. After years
of visualizing Eloise scampering
through the Plaza, we recently
spent an afternoon there searching
tor her. This is what we found:

Eloise spends "an awful lot of
time in the lobby", so we started
our adventure by scarching under
the lobby rable, and near the house
phones where Eloise likes to
"make several calls”. That slip of a
girl was nowhere in sight.

The hotel staff was extremely
gracious during our search. The
reception desk attendant told us:
"Eloise was being mischievous, but .
she’ll probably pass by in an hour." 406 ""d::;’zo"z':',; :2:::’"“"9'

he bell captain thought, "sheis . DO =P S
probably raking a nap," and noted
it he "hears water pouring down the mail drop outside the Luggage Room," she is
on the fifth floor.

Amazingly, at the concierge desk we touched two pairs of Eloise’s party shoes:
one black patent leather, and another red. The concierge asked us to tell Eloise the
shoes were waiting at the desk. A catering employee thought Eloise was doing
homework. Another employee "saw Eloise playing a prank in the store”, but the
store assistant said, "It has been so cold,” he hadn’t seen her. Eloise wasn’t in the
package room or the men’s room, ecither.

We rode the elevators and roamed several floors since Eloise is "apt to be on any
floor at any time". A manager revealed he had had to reset all the elevator buttons
that Eloise had broken. We couldn’t access the top floor where Eloise ibm, and just
missed her near the fifth floor mail chute.

We next skibbled to the Palm Court for afternoon tea. Eloise has ‘M at the
Palm Court if it is too rainy" and we hoped to spot hcr M i@m Wi
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"Eloise likes to hide under the tables and steal aeona.' She is '
over the place,” added our waiter. My older daughter then '
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